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Email: iersp@ier.com.au

The Harness Racing Industry Network
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The “Significant Owner” - Objectives

• Profitable Investment

• Cost Recovery

• Entertainment / Social Involvement

• Trainer Contact

• Group and Feature / Grand Circuit Races Competition

• Ownership Privileges On-course

• Peer Group Recognition

• Tax Concessions

• Participation as an Owner and Breeder
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The “Significant Owner”  – Profile & Expectations

• Combination of Roles – Owner / Breeder / Trainer

• Individual Owner Consultation

• Active “Hands On” Involvement

• Dedicated Level of Industry Support

• Positive Industry Image

- associated with success

• Profiled Recognition & Media Coverage

• Want Professional Drivers & Trainers

• Increased Country Racing Prizemoney
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The cost of owning a Harness Racing Horse is, on average, almost one third 
of the cost of owning a throughbred because:-

Compared to other entertainment pursuits, investing in a harness racing horse 
is very affordable, and when coupled with the chance of being involved with a 
champion horse, this represents an extremely good value investment, with 
enjoyment benefits as a bonus.

Cost Item Harness Thoroughbred 

Average purchase cost $7,500 $25,000
Average number of owners          4         2.8  
Average cost of training and support annually $9,000 $15,000
Average number of starts 8.7         5.3

Total cost per owner annually (approx) $3,000 $ 8,000

The Affordability Of Investment and Ownership

• Trainer/Driver John Justice with Shakamaker, InterDom 
2000 Pacing Series Winner.  

• Shakamaker purchased for $3,500 at Australian Pacing 
Gold Yearling Sales.  This pacer has won nearly 
$2,000,000.
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10-Year Growth in Stakemoney to Owners

Over the past 5 years, Victoria’s Stakemoney paid to Owners has 
been increased by 28% - from $18.8 Mil in 1995/96 to $24.2 Mil in 
1999-2000.
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Victoria’s Leadership in Stakemoney Paid and Total Returns to Owners



The Owner – An Australian & New Zealand Perspective 8 July 2001

Harness Horses per 10,000 People

Victoria is third in the world behind Finland and 
Sweden on ownership of Harness Horses per 
capita.

Harness Meetings per 10,000 People

Victoria is third in the world behind Finland and 
Norway on Harness Meetings conducted per 
capita.

Email: iersp@ier.com.au

VICTORIA’S INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN HARNESS RACING
Victoria vies with four other regions around the world – Finland, Sweden, Norway and New Zealand – for Leadership in 

ownership of Harness Horses, Harness Meetings, Birth of Foals and Harness races held annually.



The Owner – An Australian & New Zealand Perspective 9 July 2001

Email: iersp@ier.com.au

Harness Racing Industry Investment Cycle      $256 MILLION INVESTMENT ANNUALLY


